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Research Centre for Japanese Traditional Music
Kyoto City University of Arts
2004

The Research Centre for Japanese Traditional
Music was founded at the Kyoto City
University of Arts on April 1, 2000, with the
aim of undertaking comprehensive research
on traditional music and performing arts with-
in the society and culture of Japan.

In the more than one hundred years
since the Meiji Restoration of 1868, Japan
has followed a path of modernization and
Westernization, which has become more pro-
nounced in the fifty something years since
the end of World War II. We have reached a
time ripe for the reconsideration of Japan’s
traditional culture, and the development of
new approaches to it. The founding of the
Research Centre for Japanese Traditional
Music at the Kyoto City University of Arts is
of particular significance in view of the fact
that Kyoto has long been the living centre of
Japan’s traditional culture.

Kyoto is rich in physical evidence of its
traditional culture, what we may term a ‘visu-
al’ heritage; with the establishment of this
new body, however, the city authorities have
demonstrated a deep respect towards its
‘aural’ heritage. As a new ‘centre’ for
research on Japan’s traditional music, the
Research Centre aims to make a broad and
significant contribution to the field of
Japanese music, by means of sharing and
exchanging information and the results of
researchz with researchers, other research
establishments and performers, not only with-
in Japan but throughout the world.

The Research Centre for Japanese
Traditional Music thus hopes to link the past
with the present through a unique range of
activities in research and creation, within the
wider context of Japan’s traditional culture.

Activities of the Research Centre

A. Collecting, ordering, and preserving

research materials of relevance to the study of

Japan’s traditional music and performing arts:

(1) Documentary materials (books, periodicals,
old documentary sources, copied and non-
printed materials including microfilm, etc.)

(2) Audio-visual materials

(3) Instruments and related materials

(4) Pictorial materials

(5) Materials in electronic form, such as exist-
ing databases and the like

B. Individual research on Japan’s traditional

music and performing arts:

(1) Research by individual members of the
full-time staff

(2) Research on particular themes by scholars
employed as part-time research fellows

(3) Research commissioned from scholars
outside of the Research Centre on their
fields of speciality

C. Team research on Japan’s traditional music

and performing arts:

(1) Team research undertaken from an inter-
disciplinary and international perspective
by research teams based at the Research
Centre, formed for that purpose with the
cooperation and participation of
researchers and performers from both
Japan and overseas

(2) Surveys in collaboration with other bodies
and/or individuals

D. Bringing the results of research to a wider

audience through the following activities:

(1) Public events including lecture series, semi-
nars, workshops, and lecture-demonstrations

(2) Publications including a regular newslet-
ter, an annual bulletin, and collections of
research materials

(3) Electronic publications such as databases
available for use online
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Fields of Research

The research fields of the Research Centre

encompass the past, present and future of

Japan’s traditional music:

(1) The development and transmission of music
prior to the Meiji Restoration of 1868

Prehistoric times

Religious song and performing arts
(including archaeological study of sur-
viving examples of instruments, etc.)

Ancient times

Buddhist music (shoomyoo, etc.)

Ceremonial and entertainment music of the
court (gagaku, etc.)

Medieval times

Buddhist performing arts (biwa-accompa-
nied narrative, zoogei, shakuhachi, etc.)

Performing arts of the warrior class (noo,
kyoogen, etc.)

Popular song (imayoo, medieval kouta, etc.)

Pre-modern times

Music from foreign sources (so-called
‘Christian’ music, Chinese gin music in
Japan, minshingaku)

Theatrical music (gidayuu-bushi, other
types of jooruri including tokiwazu-
bushi, etc., nagauta, hayashi music in
kabuki, etc.)

Non-theatrical music (jiuta sookyoku,
other shamisen genres, biwa-accompa-
nied vocal genres, shakuhachi, etc.)

Popular song (kouta, hauta, etc.)

(2) Developments in traditional music since
the Meiji Restoration

The development of traditional music and
its possibilities, including composition

The reception of traditional music and the
place of traditional music in education

(3) Music in daily life, in the broadest terms

Folk transmission and the music and per-
forming arts of areas related to Japan
and of its indigenous minorities

Music and the performing arts in daily life
(children’s song and folk song; folk per-
forming arts including festival music)

Full-Time Research Staff
(Position, research fields and current research topics)

KikkAwA Shuuhei (Director; Japanese folk
music and dance) Comprehensive
research on kagura; Comprehensive
research on bon-odori

Gotoo Shizuo (Professor; Performing arts
history, Cultural history) Research on
the present status of ningyoo-jyooruri
,bunraku; Research on the transmission
of the traditional performing arts

Kusorta Satoko (Professor; Historiography of
Japanese music) Research on historic
recordings of traditional Japanese
music; Research on works of the jiuta
and sookyoku repertoires

Tar Ryuuichi (Associate professor;
Ethnomusicology, Japanese performing
arts) Comparative research on the
hayashi music of festival floats;
Research on rokusai-nenbutsu music

TAKAHASHI Mito (Associate professor;
History of the performing arts,
Japanese music and information tech-
nology) Comparative research on cen-
tral and peripheral bugaku dance tradi-
tions

TAKEUCHIYuuichi (Associate professor;
Historiography of Japanese music)
Bibliographic research on documentary
sources of Japanese music; Research on
early modern Japanese music

Research Fellows

Hiror Eiko: Research on oral accounts of
musume-gidayuu performers from the
modern era

Mik1 Shunji: Research on the Centre’s
TANABE Hisao collection of musical
instruments

MoriTA Shuuzan: Research on NAKAO Tozan
as a trainee monk and the shakuhachi-
honkyoku composition, Murasaki reihoo

TSuGE! Yukio: Aspects of mid- to late heian
period (10th-13th centuries) court music

System Adminstrator

Masako Higashi: Maintenance of the
Centre’s network and homepage

Curator and Research Assistants
Curator: KaAwAawADA Akiko
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Research Assistants: IKEUCHI Yoshie, ITOO
Shino, MitsumoTo Kengo

Administrative Secretariat
Director: AsaH Shooji
Chief: Aoki Shizuo

Clerical Staff: SAIDA Noriko

Team Research
Major Projects
Aspects of folk kagura
Project leader: KikkAwA Shuuhei
Other members: HosHINO Hiroshi,
KADOYA Mitsuaki, KATAOKA Yasuko,
KoismA Tomiko, MATSUBARA Takemi,
MATSUNAGA Ken, MIMURA Yasuomi,
MiyAata Shigeyuki, MocGt Sakae, UEKI
Yukinobu, UMENO Mitsuoki, WATANABE
Nobuo
The traditional music of Japan in the classroom
Project leader: KuBoTA Satoko
Other members: FuiitA Takanori, HIGUCHI
Akira, IGucHl Haruna, INO Yoshihiro,
KATo0 Tomiko, KomopA Haruko,
MizuNo Nobuo, MoTEGI Kiyoko,
NAGAHARA Keizoo, SAWADA Atsuko,
TA1 Ryuuichi, TAKEUCHI Yuuichi,
TsukiTani Tsuneko

Regular Projects
Research/compilation of historic recordings of
Japanese traditional music
Project leader: KuBoTA Satoko
Other members: GoToO Shizuo, HAYASHI
Kiyohiro, KAMENURA Masaaki,
Kawamukar Katsuyoshi, KUROKOOCHI
Sigeru, NAKAI Takeshi , TAI Ryuuichi,
TAKEUCHI Yuuichi
Research on the origins of Gion-bayashi
Project leader: TA1 Ryuuichi
Other members: FUKUHARA Toshio, HIGUCHI
Akira, IRIE Nobuko, IwAal Masahiro,
Kakitoo Toshihiro, MAasupA Takeshi,
NAGAHARA Keizoo, NisHIOKA Yooko,
UekI Yukinobu, YONEDA Minoru
Comparative research on bugaku dance tradi-
tions in ritual performance
Project leader: TAKAHASHI Mito

Other members: AKITA Shingo, INO
Yoshihiro, ONO Makoto

Commissioned Research

Missing historical materials on the shamisen-
accompanied vocal genre toomei-bushi:
HirAOKA Hisaharu

Digital archive for historic recordings of
musical performance: KAMEMURA Masaaki

History

1991 The need for a new Kyoto centre for
research on Japan’s traditional music
expressed by HIROSE Ryoohei at a plan-
ning committee for the development of
Kyoto as a City Open to the Free
Exchange of World Cultures

1993 Expansion of the Kyoto City University
of Arts proposed within the New Master
Plan of Kyoto City 1996 Founding of
the centre for research on traditional
music established within the Kyoto
Action Plan for a town full of Vitality,
based on the city’s Development Plans
for Arts and Culture

1997 Budget allocated for planning the new
building and surveying the site

1998 Construction begun (completed early
2000)

2000 Commencement of activities (April);
opening ceremony (December 2)

Facilities

The Research Centre for Japanese Traditional

Music is situated on the 6th to 8th floors of

the University’s Shinkenkyuutoo (New

Research Building), with a total area of

approx. 1500m>.

6th floor: Director’s office, administration,
committee meeting room, reference
library, materials management room, indi-
vidual office

7th floor: Seminar rooms (2), instrument
storeroom, special collection

8th floor: Individual offices (5), fellows’
rooms (2), audio-visual studio, training
rooms (2)
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